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members were only capable of reaching 30 of them. Glenn realized the reality of Jesus’ teaching that the harvest

is plentiful, but the workers are few.

“Two things became clear to me,”

said Glenn. “We needed to get more hands to help us grow the church,

and through the One Year Challenge, we needed to send out a plug for people outside of New England to join
our mission.” Glenn, along with Jesse Faller, who had been helping to lead the campus ministry, began to
make announcements for a One Year Challenge in Maine at Boston devotionals and at the 2011 ICMC East in

Athens, Georgia.

That year, eight people responded to the call of a One Year Challenge in Maine, and six more the year after.

One of them was Steve LaFrance, a brother from Miami, who said, “I always felt like I wanted to go somewhere,
and after ICMC Athens, Portland just made sense.” With the help of more disciples, and a commitment to listen to
the Holy Spirit without hesitation, the church was able to raise money for more people to be on staff in Portland.

The church also saw a great need for revival and intervention. They met together in the spring of 2012, and

publicly confessed their sins to one another. The
church worked to get rid of and address their doubt
and to repent. Every member also made a commitment
to publicly confess Christ throughout Portland.

2012 saw 23 lives changed and brought to Christ in the
Casco Bay. The church was recently even able to send
four of their own, Mike and Kristen Balzer, along with
two other sisters, to help reinvigorate the church in
Burlington, Vermont. Today, the church in Portland has
60 disciples. From few have come many, but anyone
there can tell there is still more to happen in Portland.

Some of us have lost the culture of going on a mission
team. It can be uncomfortable at times to get involved,
go to a new place and give wholly of yourself for God.
But as my friend Jesse said, “The paradox is that you
find meaning in places you don’t expect and purpose in
the giving of yourself.” Looking for proof that the One
Year Challenge can have an impact on eternity? Take a
visit up to Portland, Maine.

Go to the stories and links at DisciplesToday.org to
find out more about the Casco Bay Church of Christ
and about the One Year Challenge.

www.Disciples Today.org hosts thousands of pages of news, articles
and images to help connect disciples and churches around the
world. All information and content is freely available for everyone.

Latest Stories on www.DisciplesToday.org:

Go to www.DisciplesToday.org to read the latest Hot News articles
and to access the archives for all channels.

e HOPE ww Hiring Part-Time Grants and Programs
Administrator
HOPE worldwide — Wednesday, 07 August 2013
HOPE worldwide has an immediate opening for a part-
time Grants and Programs Administrator. The primary role
of this position will be to provide grant administration and
administrative support for the September 11 and MLK
Day grants.Qualified applicants must...

e What I Learned Through Serving in Oklahoma
Laurie Lee, Houston, TX — Wednesday, 07 August 2013
I have always wanted to serve like this but each time
there was a call for help I had to work. When I first got
the email from Frank Dowd I thought “Wow, I’d love to
do that, but I have to work.” Then, my church [Greater
Houston Church] showed a HOPE worldwide video...

e Scenes from the West Africa Leadership Conference
ICOC Hot News — Monday, 05 August 2013
Last week the International Church of Christ in Abidjan
held a leadership conference for disciples from across
western Africa as well as a few leaders all the way...

e “Decide”: A One Year Challenge Conversation
Disciple Adventures — Monday, 05 August 2013
A conversation between God and a brother on the One
Year Challenge, titled, “Decide”: Me: What should I
do? God: With what? Me: My life. I could either give
up everything and go to South Africa to hopefully make
you happy, or I could stay here and marry the girl...

Where is My Mission Field?
The Story of Portland, Maine

Montreal Singles Conference
Montreal, Quebec Canada
August 30 - September 1,2013

ICOC Delegates Meeting
New York, New York
September 11-15,2013

International Youth and
Family Conference

New York City, USA
September 13-15, 2013

New York 30th Anniversary Service
New York, New York
September 15,2013

“Spurred On”

Texas/Oklahoma Singles Retreat
Ft. Worth, Texas, USA

September 27-29, 2013

Biblical Studies Tour &
International Teachers Seminar
Greece & Turkey

October 19-26 2013

CONNECTING DISCIPLES IN

CHURCHES AROUND THE WORLD
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In the summer of 2010, twelve disciples moved
up to Portland, Maine to help plant a church.
After handing out 10,000 fliers, they had their
first service on September 12, with 103 people

in attendance. There were eight baptisms in
Portland that year, and along with some additional
move-ins, 2010 was brought to a close with 26 disciples in the Casco
Bay Church of Christ.

With the job market being a lot smaller in Portland, mission team
members like Ken Cole and Pat Mullaney, from the churches in
Massachusetts, learned very quickly how to be content on very little.
Ken took any job he could at first to help stay active in the mission.
Throughout his three years in Portland, he has worked in jobs ranging
from room service to the restaurant business, UPS, landscaping, and
insurance sales. Pat gave up a teaching job she loved in Massachusetts,
knowing there would be no permanent job for her in Maine. Even as the
oldest in the group, she still felt called to serve.

2011 brought a rough
winter and an even
rougher year for the
church, and minister
Glenn Petruzzi began to
realize there were a few
{ holes in the current plan.

At times, there were up
to 60 potential Bible
studies, but the current

continued on back



