
together for this inaugural service. I don’t know of any family in the world that I could be more proud to  
be a part of than the International Churches of Christ. We have been through a lot in the last ten years but  
we are growing and working together again!

I arrived in Myrtle Beach six months ago with my wife and our three kids. There are currently 16 incredibly 
faithful disciples on the mission team who have sacrificed the comforts of home to move here with us.  
They are truly becoming my family. We’ve prayed together, fasted together, laughed together, and worked 
hard together to begin sowing seeds for God’s Kingdom in the Grand Strand area. There are over 330,000 
souls here who need to hear the good news. 

Our inaugural service was just one milestone in decades of work that we have ahead us. The numerous  
visitors that came out on Sunday were blown away by the love and joy they witnessed. Personally, so was I! 
I could hardly keep from weeping as we all sang these words from a song written by Marcus Thomas,  
our worship leader, taken from Isaiah 26, verses 4 
and 8: “You are Lord, Rock Eternal. We worship 
you. We wait for you. Your name alone do we  
honor, your name alone do we lift on high.”  
Pray for us that we may lift God’s name high  
here at the beach for many, many years to come.
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David Laing,  
Myrtle Beach, SC

I cannot quite find the words 
to describe the feelings that 
swept over me recently as  
I worshipped God with the 
208 souls gathered for the  
inaugural worship service 
of the newly planted Grand 
Strand Church. Disciples from half a dozen congregations came 
together in Myrtle Beach, South Carolina on Sunday, January 26  
to celebrate what God is doing in this city. The windows of the 
ballroom where we worshipped looked out directly over the Atlantic 
Ocean - a fittingly glorious backdrop for a truly glorious day!

One of the lasting impressions from the inaugural service for me was 
the sense of unity between our churches. So many disciples from so 
many churches drove in to town to serve and work hard to make this 
service happen. The brothers and sisters from the recently planted 
church in Wilmington, NC volunteered to run the children’s ministry 
while disciples from Columbia, SC took care of the ushering duties. 
Still others from Charleston, Fayetteville, and Raleigh came to offer 
their love, service and support. 

From the beginning, this has been a team effort. The members of  
our mission team came to us from various churches across the state 
and numerous churches throughout the Southeast have generously 
offered financial support. I was moved to tears as I saw so many  
of my brothers and sisters from all across the Carolinas coming 
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Birth of a New Church: Grand Strand 
ICOC planted in Myrtle Beach, SC

• �2014 HOPE worldwide Global Summit - Register Now!  
HOPE worldwide — Tuesday, 11 February 2014 
HOPE worldwide invites you to come, learn and speak 
up for the needy at the Global Summit 2014. This event 
gives you the opportunity to discover how together we 
can make a difference. Come and celebrate all...

• �Hong Kong Church Sends Out Mission Team,  
Appoints 4 Evangelists 
Summer Cheung, Hong Kong — Friday, 07 February 2014  
The Hong Kong Church of Christ recently had an  
awesome an all-church devotional with the theme “Full 
of Hope,” sending a mission team to Mainland China, 
sharing about our 2020 vision and appointing...

• �DT Singles Page Editors Need Your Help!  
Adam & Bethany Smith, Dallas, TX  
— Thursday, 06 February 2014 
The Disciples Today Singles page is looking for single 
disciples to write articles to encourage ICOC singles 
around the world. We serve as the congregational...

• �“I Love My Church” —  
Dallas/Fort Worth Church of Christ 
Donald Gay, Dallas, TX — Wednesday, 12 February 2014 
A student from the University of South Florida (Charles 
Merrick) shared the gospel with me. He asked me to a 
Soul Talk in Melbourne, Florida and I later commuted 
to the Orlando church. From there, I moved to be...

• Upcoming EventsLatest Stories on www.DisciplesToday.org:
Go to www.DisciplesToday.org to read the latest Hot News articles 
and to access the archives for all channels.
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