
Being in India led me to come back with more passion to know God, to take a look at myself seriously and to 
reflect upon my life. The people I met there, the activities we did, and the community of Christians, made me see 
that I needed more than just life centered around myself. I needed change, I needed God being the center of my 
life, I needed to take a step and fully trust the Lord with all my heart 
and all my strength. I saw my decision to become a disciple as opening 
a door with a million possibilities. It takes a leap of faith to fully  
commit to opening the door for God to enter into in my life. I needed to 
step away from my comfort zone of a cramped little space and let God 
take me into his arms, opening my life to the plans God had for me.

The HYC made me see that there are Christians around the globe  
who could impact and change the world for God. Those in the HYC 
had so much to give and the potential to change lives even though we 
were all still young. I love that from the morning devotionals to sunrise 
quiet times together to d-groups to conversations 
to having the same goals during the HYC, we were 
brought closer to each other. I felt that throughout  
the HYC, there was always the love between all the 
brothers and sisters growing and changing everyone.  
I saw the vast difference from the start to the end  
of the HYC in everyone’s demeanor, from strangers  
to close friends within 10 days… It was amazing.

I honestly came to the HYC with the intention of just 
wanting to grow in my passion to give to people, to 
help others around the globe, but instead the HYC 
changed me from within. From it, I received more than 
I could imagine or give, and it changed my life forever. 
It was the final push for me to fervently want to be 
baptized and become a disciple of Christ.

The HYC in India was one of greatest things that 
changed me to commit my life for God. I returned 
home with a mission to change, to really be serious in 
my willingness to be a disciple, to see that the Lord 
was waiting for me with open arms if I took the leap  
of faith to accept Him as my Lord and Savior.
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Joining the HOPE Youth Corps in India during the Christmas of 2013 
changed my life. It made me see that being a Christian isn’t just a lonely 
walk. It is a decision to 
grow together with  
Christians from around 
the globe who have  
the same mindset and 
destination to bring glory 
to God’s name. The  
HYC placed me with 
Christians from  
different countries around 
the world for more than 
10 days. It impacted me to hear what they shared about their life, their 
walk with God, and the excitement they have for doing things for God.

One night during our discussion group, Sarah from the UK shared 
how her mindset changed on the decision to become a disciple.  
Someone had told her that her choice of whether she wanted or not 
to study the Bible and become a disciple was her choice. That choice 
would ultimately affect her and not other people. No matter how much 
she decided to commit or not would, her own salvation was in her 
hands; other disciples wouldn’t be affected. 

That struck something within me, and truly made me think of it  
over and over again, day after day. If I didn’t commit and truly seek 
God with my whole heart, instead just postponing and avoiding it 
altogether, it would lead me nowhere. My life was in my hands, the 
decisions I took to know more about God and be more like Him affect 
no one but myself.

continued on back

continued from front

w w w. D i s c i p l e s T o d ay. o r g  •  I s s u e  4 5 3  •  J U N E  8 ,  2 0 1 4

HOPE Youth Corps  
Changed my Life

Karachi Mission Team Hits the Ground Running! 
Karachi, Pakistan 
Nadine T., Dubai, UAE — Tuesday, 03 June 2014 
Karachi was the largest city in the world where we had 
not planted a church until a few weeks ago. On April 20, 
2014 a mission team made up of disciples from our other 
congregations in Pakistan landed in Karachi. A bustling...

From Darkness to Light: The Conversion of Evan Hirmer 
Melanie Singh, Boston, MA — Monday, 02 June 2014 
For many of us, the concept of being redeemed from 
darkness to light is very real. We remember vividly the 
joy of shedding the past and being made new in Christ. 
However, few stories have touched me as deeply as Evan 
Hirmer’s. His story is truly a journey “from the depths...

ISC Looking for Presenters for “elevaTED Talks”  
Marshall Mead, Los Angeles, CA — Friday, 30 May 2014 
The International Singles Conference is coming up this 
September 26-28 in Denver, Colorado. Do you want  
to be on the program? Do you want to share a story, a  
conviction, or about the miracles God has done in your...

Kathy Giulliani Graduates to Glory: Fayetteville, NC ICOC 
D. L. Tijerina, Fayetteville, NC — Saturday, 31 May 2014 
When Kathy Giulliani, a disciple in the Eagles family 
group in The Fayetteville Chuch of Christ began  
experiencing pain in her lower back and leg in late  
January, she didn’t think much of it. She lived an active...
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