
Edmund: Marva still wasn’t sure if a relationship was what she really 
wanted. However, God continued to prune her heart and helped her 
work through her fears. I on the other hand was learning more about 
myself, and about areas God wanted me to grow in. Sometimes you 
think because you did this once, you have it all figured out. After  
seeking much advice, I decided to visit South Carolina on May 24, 
2014, and asked Marva to steady date on a picnic with her teenage son.

Marva: I thought, either this man is extremely confident in his r 
elationship with God, or he’s crazy! After saying yes, our relationship 
has been tested but has also been a testimony to God’s sovereign grace 
and mercy, because he allowed us to have a second chance at love.

Our engagement: We decided to continue to visit each other every other 
month throughout our dating relationship. Dating long-
distance can be a challenging yet beautiful experience. 
We have tried to make encouraging one another through 
God’s word, prayer, visits, phone calls, Skype and  
unexpected gifts the hallmark of our dating relationship.

Marva: My plan, if I ever got engaged, was to have 
Edmund living in the same city before he asked me to 
marry him. But God’s timeline intervened once again. 
Edmund had planned to visit Columbia in April 2015 
to encourage my son for his birthday, but after not 
seeing him since New Year’s Day, I decided to plan 
an unscheduled visit Chicago in March. I thought this 
would just be a bonus trip. However, Edmund decided 
this would be the time to ask me to be his wife.

Returning back to the restaurant of our first date,  
Edmund surprised me with the most beautiful  
engagement proposal and ring. The Bible says in 
Psalms 37:4, “Take delight in the LORD, and he will 
give you the desires of your heart.” God has truly 
granted us both our desire to marry again, and we are 
delighted to spend the rest of our lives as a family 
bringing honor and glory to him. We encourage  
brothers and sisters to seek much advice, keep God 
first, and never be afraid of building friendships.  
Watch God work!
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Hawaii Singles Retreat 
Oahu, Hawaii 
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Editor’s note: Edmund and Marva met through DT Heart & Soul  
on October 19, 2013 and began building a great friendship from  
Chicago to South Carolina. After dating for a year, they were engaged 
on March 27, 2015 and married on July 19, 2015.

Edmund and Marva: We met 
after both losing the love of our 
lives to illness. Edmund has been 
a disciple for 24 years and was 
married for seven years, and 
Marva has been a disciple for 21 
years and was married for fourteen 
years. Unknown to each other, we 
each prayed that if we found love 
again, it would be to someone who 
had experienced the same thing.

Marva: Edmund was a little 
more adventurous than I, in that 
he began his quest for love a year after his wife had passed. However, 
I wasn’t convinced love would come my way until much later. We 
both signed up for DT Heart and Soul after getting much input from 
close friends in our lives. I joke with Edmund all the time about how 
the money he spent to join the website was the best investment he has 
ever made, because I joined for free after receiving an email for a  
30 day trial and met him two days later. We talked for the first time on 
October 19, 2013 and have never stopped talking since. The twist to 
our relationship is that we lived over 800 miles away from each other. 
We met for the first time in December 2013 and weren’t sure where 
this visit would lead and so we continued building our friendship.
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DTHS Wedding: Edmund & Marva,  
Married July 2015

• �North River Church Celebrates 10 Years 
North River Church, Marietta, GA  
— Monday, 19 October 2015 
North River Church Of ChristThe North River Church 
of Christ in Marietta, Georgia recently celebrated their 
tenth anniversary. Watch this incredible video remem-
bering their beginning in 2005, celebrating what...

• �Lagos Church to Launch School of Missions 
ICOC Nigeria — Friday, 16 October 2015 
ICOC-Mission-schoolIn Matthew 28:19, our Lord Jesus 
commands that we go and make disciples of all nations, 
baptizing and teaching the new disciples, obedience to 
all his teachings. As many of our churches in...

• �Douglas Jacoby on Answering Skeptics:  
Jesus Christ (Part 1)  
Douglas Jacoby, Atlanta, GA — Thursday, 15 October 2015 
Following the customary recap of last week’s article, 
we will begin a new topic, Christ. In particular, we 
want to gain wisdom in answering skeptics who...

• �“I Was Hungry” Ministry Helps Disciples  
Escape Poverty 
Horacio Piccininno, Somerset, New Jersey  
— Sunday, 11 October 2015 
Mission statement: Our mission is to provide for 
disciples in third world countries with food, education, 
empowerment and development of skills necessary...

• Upcoming EventsLatest Stories on www.DisciplesToday.org:
Go to www.DisciplesToday.org to read the latest Hot News articles 
and to access the archives for all channels.
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