
“...fulfilling. I’ve never been poorer, or more broke and I’ve needed for nothing... Move far away. Get as far away from 
your comfort zone as you can.” – Shawn M., Phoenix, AZ
“Oh my. It’s been full of life-altering lessons. I’ve had to learn to view life through the lens of the gospel... Be ready to 
learn.” – Isaiah H., San Diego, CA
“First, I’ve been out of my comfort-zone the whole time. It’s been faith-building and it’s been an opportunity for God to 
mold me... Pray about it, reflect on your walk with God, and look at yourself. Are too comfortable where you are? Is it 
time to step out on faith?” – Abigail C., Stanhope, NJ
“It’s been challenging, forcing myself to be vulnerable but it’s been a time of strengthening my weaknesses. The reason 
I’m doing this is to advance God’s kingdom and He is with me... If God has put it on your heart to serve and to move 
somewhere, get advice from people that you admire. Listen to God’s whispers...” – Andrea H., Poway, CA
“It’s been challenging, fulfilling, and life-trajectory changing. Challenging because moving somewhere doesn’t change 
who you are. Building a church takes daily work. If you’re going on a one year challenge, you’re going to do work. I 
came with the hopes of pursuing ministry. Being with like-minded people. We’ve built a family. It’s hard to put into 
words.” – Daniel L., Las Cruces, NM
“It has been answered prayers. God has been in the details 
of all we’ve done here on the microlevel, for each individ-
ual and to be part of that is truly a blessing. I feel grateful 
for all of the tools that God has given to us to find such a 
situation, especially the Disciples Today website. It’s an 
opportunity for my generation to have dreams. He started 
this church on prayer and will continue to work through 
that, for His glory. Having traveled over 3000 miles, I’m 
so grateful for the beautiful family that is here. I’m so 
grateful for the support...” – Victoria W., Orlando, FL
“It’s certainly been challenging - leaving behind estab-
lished relationships and habits always is - but it has also 
been a great opportunity to allow myself to be redefined...
joining a mission team immediately required me to invest 
in evangelism as well as spending time studying the Bible 
with people. Even after just a few weeks of that kind of 
spiritual shock to the system, it’s suddenly so much easier 
to engage with strangers and remember that my life isn’t 
about me...” – Ben S., Missoula, MT
At the inaugural service in October 2015, nearly 500 gath-
ered to worship God in the University of Oregon campus 
and witness four baptisms. In 2016, we pray to launch a 
house church in Corvallis, home of Oregon State Univer-
sity, in a similar way. We write this article to thank God and 
the wonderful people of Disciples Today and ICOC Hot-
News, whose vision has made an eternal difference. Please 
pray for Disciples Today, Oregon, and the great Pacific 
Northwest, to continue to have “HotNews” for our Lord!
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Written by  Steve Johnson — Portland, OR
Who has heard of fifteen  
disciples from eight states 
starting a church together 
without ever meeting one  
another before? Until this 
year, we hadn’t either! You 
may know Eugene, OR as 
home of Nike, Track Town, 
Duck football, or “old  
hippies don’t die, they move to Eugene.” But now, due to the hand of  
God through the amazing vehicle of Disciples Today and the One Year 
Challenge, he started the University Church of Eugene in just that way!
Here’s how team members are describing their experience, along with 
advice for those considering a One Year Challenge:
“It’s challenged me. I’ve been put into a more church-building and  
kingdom-focused ministry than ever before... Bring your own coffee 
maker! Be prepared to serve and do what needs to be done everyday.” 
– Alex A., Gainesville, FL
“It’s been challenging. It’s an everyday decision. ‘I’m going to go share, I’m 
going to be diligent.’ God has used this to overcome fears and insecurities.  
It’s cool how different I’ve been since I left Boston and how God has 
molded my character.... Do it!” – Kris P., Austin, TX and Boston, MA
“...a time of growth. It took me out of my comfort zone and helped me  
get myself out there with sharing my faith and getting to know people... 
Just do it. What’s the worst that can happen? Just go for it! You’ll grow 
and you’ll be stretched. God will work and big things will happen.”  
– Stacey Z., Carmel, IN
“It has been very humbling! I have seen and learned what it is to rely  
on no one and nothing but God...Pray a lot of specific prayers!”  
– Jordan B., Phoenix, AZ
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God Blesses Great Start  
to Eugene, Oregon Church

• �Campus Ministries Launch New  
One Year Challenge Site 
One Year Challenge — Wednesday, 06 January 2016 
Just in time for the new year, the ICOC Campus Service 
Team unveiled an updated One Year Challenge website, 
logo, Facebook page, blog and Twitter feed.The previous 
website, Disciple Adventures, had aimed to widen the 
volunteer pool and matched people with one...

• �Prayer Request for Midwest Floods in the U.S.  
Jonathan Hoggard, Denver, CO  
— Thursday, 31 December 2015 
In Missouri, emergency workers have evacuated residents  
from their homes and conducted dozens of water rescues 
over the last two days. At least fourteen people have 
been killed in the state and numerous roadways have 
been closed. Our church in St. Louis, Gateway...

• �Malaysian News Features HOPEww Volunteer 
Fernando Fong, Kuala Lampur, Malaysia  
— Tuesday, 05 January 2016 
For senior citizen Mona Chin, nursing is not just a 
career but a calling to help the poor and needy. Having 
worked for more than 30 years as a nurse before  
retiring, Chin had initially felt that her work was far...

• �Resources to Help You in the New Year 
ICOC HotResources — Monday, 04 January 2016 
2016 is here! It may have snuck up on you and you are 
feeling a little shocked at how quickly 2015 came and 
went, or maybe you have spent the holidays praying...

• Upcoming EventsLatest Stories on www.DisciplesToday.org:
Go to www.DisciplesToday.org to read the latest Hot News articles 
and to access the archives for all channels.
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