
disciples from all over the world. This helped me see how amazing God is, as these people from so many different 
places and cultures all loved the same God. 

That time was intense spiritual training which helped me push my limits, and learn to rely more on God, and also 
to appreciate him more. Since that Youth Corps, I have seen many hard times. My experience on the Youth Corps 
is one of the experiences I have drawn on to remember that God is enough, that he is always there for me. 

When my teenage daughter, who is 14, came to me excited to pursue going on the HOPE Youth Corps, I was  
excited. I also had the parent alarm go off! Is it safe, is she too young, how can she go anywhere without me? 
Then I thought about all that I gained from the HOPE Youth Corps, and thought about what else my daughter 
could be pursuing right now. I thought about what is surrounding my daughter every day at High School. I want 
her to go have a life changing experience she will be able to hang on to for her whole life. I know that in a world 
that has our kids growing up faster and faster, she is going to go get matured spiritually, and be ready for the next 
challenge coming her way.”

There are still spots available for the June to August 
2017 HYC, and plenty of spots on our 2017 Christmas 
trips. Go to https://www.hopeww.org/hyc to apply.
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Written by  HOPE worldwide

HOPE Youth Corps has reached a 
milestone! The first participants from 
20 years ago are now sending their 
own children to HYC.

Steve Burns was on the 1997  
Moscow HYC. His daughter has  
now just signed up for her first HYC. 
She is Philadelphia bound.

Steve reflected on his HYC  
experience as well as his daughter’s 
upcoming one:

“As a young campus disciple at UC 
Santa Barbara, I had the privilege of going on a HOPE Youth Corps 
to Moscow, Russia. That trip changed my life to this very day. I went 
from the comforts of a sheltered beach life to living in an orphanage. 
I was able to see how truly fortunate I was, and how great the needs 
were out in the big world. It opened my eyes in a way only being 
there, and seeing the needs in person, can do. I saw the suffering,  
hurt, and neglect with my own eyes. 

I saw that the only difference between me and the boys I was  
working with, was that I was born into a middle-class family in 
America and they were not. It helped me get humble, thankful, and 
put a burning desire in me to serve others. As I was experiencing this, 
we were having daily devotionals as a group. Being in this atmosphere, 
with these amazing disciples from all over the world, who had the 
same convictions I had, helped take my relationship with God to a 
whole new level. I was able to make lifelong friendships with these 
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HYC Milestone: From One  
Generation to the Next

• �Be Bold for Spiritual Change: God Answers Prayers 
Jeanie Shaw, Boston, MA, USA— Wednesday, 15 March 2017 
Praise God for his love and power on behalf of his 
daughters. On Tuesday, March 7, the sisters in our  
family of churches around the world joined together  
in a day of praying and fasting for unity, boldness,  
compassion, courage, clarity of our mission, and...

• �Open Letter from Wyndham Shaw 
Wyndham Shaw, Boston, MA, USA— Wednesday, 15 March 2017 
It seems appropriate that I update the Boston church 
and her leaders as to the progression of my health  
challenges and its effect on my capacity to work full 
time. For 42 years I have had the privilege to serve...

• �ICOC HotNews Brings our Movement to You 
Roger Lamb,  Disciples Today— Tuesday, 07 March 2017 
With high-quality, high-impact short videos, ICOC 
HotNews brings inspiration and information to you 
from our global fellowship. Two new stories you  
won’t want to miss... 

• �Eurasian School of Missions Launches in Russia 
Tammy Fleming, Seattle, Washington, USA  
— Saturday, 04 March 2017 
Over a period of five days from February 16-21, 2017, 
the Eurasian churches launched a new Ministry Training  
Academy program of Biblical teaching for ministry  
interns and staff. David and Angela Hooper, evangelist 
and women’s minister of the church in Austin, Texas...

• Upcoming EventsLatest Stories on www.DisciplesToday.org:
Go to www.DisciplesToday.org to read the latest Hot News articles 
and to access the archives for all channels.
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