
ing the child in the first few months. The challenges of an international adoption include language and cultural barriers. How 
do you feel about having a child who may look a lot different from you, and the questions and comments that will bring?  

Would you be interested in fostering to adopt? This option is significantly less expensive, as you avoid agency fees. There are 
often adoption tax credits and medical subsidies available. Parents would have time to observe how a child does in their home, 
and with siblings. The median age of adoptable foster children is over eight years old, and there are more boys than girls. The 
challenges to consider include a child’s difficulty developing trust, since they have often been bounced around from one foster 
home to another. Would you consider a special needs adoption? While this choice is honorable, parents have to contemplate 
whether they would be financially prepared for the medical bills, and emotionally prepared for the extra patience required. 
7. �PRAY! Of course! Pray for God to direct you. It’s not a right or wrong. Looking after orphans (spoken of in James 1:27 

as pure and faultless religion) can be done in many different ways besides being adoptive parents. Get advice from trusted 
disciples who know you best, and from adoptive parents you know as well. How did they decide? 

Once you have decided to enrich your family through adoption, you undoubtedly will have many other questions.
   • �How do we start the process? First, you will need to select an adoption agency. Go online and research agencies in your state. 

You may choose one out-of-state, but you also have to work with one in your state for the home study. You may wish to  
narrow the list down to two, and contact both of them, noticing what you like or don’t like from your initial meeting. The 
agency you select will walk you through the process and 
offer valuable resources and classes.

   • �What is a “home study?” Good question! A home study 
is a report made about the adoptive parent(s) including 
criminal background checks, finances, and even personal 
relationships. A social worker will come to your home to 
interview you. The agency wants to determine that you 
are fit to be stable, responsible and loving parents.

   • �How much does an adoption cost? Another great question.  
The bad news is that international adoptions cost an 
average of $42,000, with domestic adoptions for a U.S. 
newborn costing $37,000! The good news is that the  
Adoption Tax Credit is over $13,000, which is like cash 
back to you! Adopting from the foster care system will 
likely cost less than $3,000. The financial costs can be 
quite disheartening. There are many ways to raise money. 
One family asked church members to donate large items, 
furniture and electronics to a garage sale they were having 
to fund their adoption. God blessed them with thousands of 
dollars toward their expenses. Another family wrote in their 
annual Christmas letter that they did not wish to receive 
Christmas gifts that year, only donations toward their  
adoption. They received more “gifts” than any other year!

I certainly hope you are not overwhelmed by now. From my 
experience with the scores of adoptive families that I have 
known, God shines in making clear paths and providing the 
funds needed to “set the lonely in families” (Psalm 68:6).  
Kathy Boger is an Adoption Coach who can be reached  
at www.embracingchildadoption.com or on the Forever 
Families Facebook Group designed for parents who have  
or want to adopt.
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Written by  Kathy Boger
That is the question! The emotional heartache 
of a second miscarriage led to a myriad of ques-
tions, the most daunting of which was “Should 
we adopt?” Wow! How do you answer that 
one? For my husband and I, and several other 
couples with whom I have had the pleasure of 
working, there is no quick, easy answer. It is not a “one-size-fits-all” proposition. 
Here are some ideas to get you started if you are considering adopting a child.
1. �Why do you want to adopt? Is it because you and your spouse are infertile 

and want a family? Or perhaps you have biological children, but want to 
give an orphan a home. If you can’t have children, you will want to allow 
yourself time to grieve that loss. 

2. �How would adopting a child change your life? If married, how would it 
change your marriage? If you already have children, how would it affect 
them? Are you willing to accept those changes in order to bring a child into 
your family to love as your own?

3. �How do you think your close friends and extended family would react to 
your announcement to adopt? The decision is yours, not theirs, but you will 
need a network of support around you. If you are considering adoption of a 
child of a different race or nationality, how open would your family be?

4. �Are you willing to accept the unique challenges many adoptees face, such 
as the empty feeling of not knowing where he belongs, or wondering why 
she was abandoned? Are you willing to patiently work through any bonding 
difficulties your adopted child may have, as well as any developmental 
delays, in some cases? 

5. �What age and gender would you consider? I suggest you make a list of the pros 
and cons of each age group and gender. The older the child, the more “baggage” 
often comes along with him. She may have developed habits or actions that you 
don’t find acceptable. The older child will experience more loss himself.

6. �Would you prefer to adopt domestically or internationally? Again, a pros/
cons list is helpful. If domestic, would you prefer an open or closed adop-
tion (having contact with the birth parents, or not)? In domestic adoptions, 
depending on the state, a birth mom may change her mind about relinquish-
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To Be (Adoptive Parents),  
or Not to Be?

• �Maturing Our Churches: Redemptive Grace in our 
Preaching and Teaching Featured 
Ed Anton, Hampton Roads, VA, USA — Tuesday, 16 May 2017 
I come to you from a perspective chiefly as an evangelist, 
as a church leader. We all teach, whether we’re leading a 
Bible talk or putting on an MTA (Ministry Training  
Academy) or similar event. We all do teach in some...

• �Greater Houston Teen Ministry Witnesses a Revival 
Barrett O’Connell, Houston, USA — Monday, 15 May 2017 
In the summer of 2015 our small region of 120 members 
had just over 20 teenagers and only one had been  
baptized. The teens who had not been baptized were,  
generally speaking, also not interested in God. After a 
series of discouraging events, where the teens became...

• �From the Tower of Babel to the Language of Love 
Dr. Jorge Diaz. Mexico City, Mexico — Thursday, 11 May 2017 
I have been a disciple for almost 28 years, and I have had 
the opportunity of visiting different churches around the 
globe. In January 2017, God used a trip to Warsaw, Poland 
to soften my heart and teach me about his love. My...

• �Apply Now for Conference Director of the 2020 ICOC 
World Discipleship Summit 
Roger Lamb, Disciples Today — Thursday, 11 May 2017 
We are seeking a member of the International Churches  
of Christ to serve in this crucial role as the Conference 
Director of the 2020 ICOC World Discipleship Summit  
in Orlando. With these events growing from the...

• Upcoming EventsLatest Stories on www.DisciplesToday.org:
Go to www.DisciplesToday.org to read the latest Hot News articles 
and to access the archives for all channels.

International News reprinted 
courtesy of Disciples Today  

www.DisciplesToday.org
www.DTSpace.net 
KNN@DToday.org

All rights reserved ©2017

www.DisciplesToday.org hosts thousands of pages of news, articles 
and images to help connect disciples and churches around the 
world. All information and content is freely available for everyone. 

Connecting Disciples In  
Churches Around The World

To Inspire, Inform, Unify and Grow the International Churches of Christ

I n t e r n a t i o n a l  &  l o c a l  N e w s  B u l l e t i n


