
including gift cards (local hardware and grocery stores) for affected families to spend at a time when most con-
venient for them. Much of this sum was spent in coordination with the Greater Houston Church as they identified 
specific needs within the congregation.

Wade Cook, Vice President of US Operations and Frank Dowd, US Disaster Response Coordinator are developing  
a long-term plan for volunteer service and recovery in and around Houston, including our next Disaster Corps  
service team arriving this weekend, September 28th - October 2nd. For more detail about future service dates,  
visit hopeww.org/HurricaneRelief.

Bringing hope in Mexico City
In Mexico, we have regular contact with church leaders and HOPE worldwide staff on the ground and have  
wired initial funds for immediate needs. For many years HOPE worldwide Mexico I.A.P. has operated medical 
and dental clinics for the poor in and around Mexico City. Since the quake happened early last week, clinic staff 
have been busy treating the injured and/or sick.  
Donations received for earthquake response have  
been sent to help replenish these vital supplies.

Caring for the Caribbean
For Dominica, which was devastated by Hurricane 
Maria, our HOPE worldwide network member in  
Trinidad and Tobago has been busy sending relief  
supplies with local military convoys. We have wired 
additional funds to HOPE worldwide Trinidad and 
Tobago to help charter another boat full of supplies  
and food to families in need in Dominica.

In Puerto Rico, the situation remains dire. We have 
been in contact with local leadership since before 
landfall, but vital local infrastructure throughout the 
country remains largely disrupted. We are continuing 
to monitor the situation, but in the meantime, we have 
wired funds to local leaders for immediate needs.

Thank you for your gifts and volunteerism as we band 
together to meet urgent and ongoing needs. We are  
so proud of our global network of dedicated donors, 
volunteers, and staff. Together we are bringing hope  
to communities in need!
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Many churches in the US stepped 
forward to rally support and fund-
ing for our disaster response efforts. 
With their help, we have been able 
to bring hope to many families in 
Houston and the surrounding com-
munities, including many members 
of The Greater Houston Church!

These families will need months 
of additional help from friends and 
family, HOPE worldwide, and many 
other assistance agencies. 

Please continue to pray for their recovery. In the meantime, we  
created a video to say “thank you” and share some of our progress. 
Click here for the video, please share it with your church and pass  
on our sincere gratitude for their generous kindness! Below are a few 
updates about our disaster response efforts in recent weeks:

Helping Houston recover from Hurricane Harvey
Donations are still coming in designated for Harvey Relief, but we have 
already raised just shy of $200,000 for Harvey response efforts in and 
around Houston. To date, we have established a disaster coordinator  
on the ground, and we have organized five teams of volunteers from 
Houston, Dallas, San Antonio, Austin, Baton Rouge and other cities  
across the US. These teams have cleared 35 homes of debris, wet 
carpet, and dry-wall, preparing them for repairs (17 of the 35 are 
members of The Greater Houston Church). In just a few short weeks, 
we have spent roughly $40,000 in supplies and immediate relief aid, 
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Disaster Response Update  
from HOPEww

• �Special ICOC Weekly Podcast: Forward By Faith - 
ICOC 3.0 
Rich Bartoli, Charleston, WV, USA  
— Wednesday, 27 September 2017 
This week’s ICOC Weekly features a talk with Ed  
Anton about leadership discussions currently taking 
place in our fellowship, entitled Forward By Faith - 
ICOC 3.0. In this special episode, Ed addresses...

• �Moral Courage: Paving the Path to Help  
Your Children Love the Lord 
Dave Eskew, Orange County, CA, USA  
— Saturday, 23 September 2017 
I grew up in Southwest Iowa in a small town off of I-80 
called Atlantic. I went to Northwestern University, just 
north of Chicago, and became a disciple as a freshman  
in early 1988. I married my wife Deb on graduation...

• �HYC La Paz 2017 Report 
Carla Mogrovejo, La Paz, Bolivia  
— Thursday, 21 September 2017 
In July, the La Paz Church had the incredible opportunity 
to receive more than 50 volunteers who came to serve for 
10 days as part of HOPE Youth Corps 2017 “Go and Do 
Likewise!” The HOPE worldwide team...

• �HYC Scholarship Fund: Matching Gift Challenge!  
HOPE worldwide — Thursday, 21 September 2017 
Challenge accepted! Share and spread the word! 
Recently, a member of our community challenged our 
supporters and friends to raise a total of $50,000 by...

• Upcoming EventsLatest Stories on www.DisciplesToday.org:
Go to www.DisciplesToday.org to read the latest Hot News articles 
and to access the archives for all channels.
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